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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—APRIL SELECTION 


Forester, Lieutenant Hornblower 
Little, Brown. Apr. 1952. 306p. $3.50. 


This seventh book the Hornblower series fills part 
the gap between Mr. Midshipman Hornblower and 
Captain Horatio Hornblower detailing Horatio’s 
adventures Lieutenant until his promotion Com- 
mander during the early years the Napoleonic Wars. 
Devotees the series will rejoice the knowledge 
that one more installment, which they will learn 
what tremendous feat earned Hornblower his cap- 
taincy, will needed complete the picture. 


Lt. William Bush boarded H.M.S. Renown the 
Hamoaze find himself senior Horatio Hornblower 
and thus the famous association began. Smith and 
Buckland were the other senior lieutenants under Cap- 
tain Sawyer with the ‘Renown ordered West Indian 
waters secret orders. Pathologically suspicious, Saw- 
yer hounded his lieutenants until they were almost un- 
manned and the crew insolently lazy. oppor- 
tunist Hornblower was prepared when the Captain, 
accident arranged accident, was seriously injured 
falling down hatch and later lost his sanity com- 
pletely. was who prodded Buckland into taking 
command, who instigated the opening the secret 
orders and who helped bring order the ship and 
crew. Hornblower also from his lowly status most 
junior engineered the capture Spanish 
fort Santo Domingo, the reduction nest 
raiders and the recapture the Renown when Spanish 
prisoners overwhelmed her. Posted commander, 
Hornblower took dispatch sloop England while 
Bush lay the hospital recovering from numerous 
wounds sustained defense Renown. 


Peace came the and the world during 
Napoleon’s early years First Consul. Returned 
England and mustered cut half pay, England’s 
ships are dismantled and placed storage, Bush lives 
with his sisters, hoping against hope, for possible re- 
sumption his naval career. Meeting Hornblower one 
day Portsmouth, Bush learns that Horatio’s commis- 
sion was not approved and that does not even have 
half pay which exist. Hornblower has taken 
job sort houseman card club where his 
duties consist making fourth whist for any will- 
ing threesome. Meanwhile boards with Mrs. 
Mason whose daughter Maria pathetically anxious 
assist Horatio any possible way. run ill luck 


depletes Hornblower’s already slender stake and 


becomes entrapped high stakes with 
group admiral favor with the Naval 
Office. Hornblower not only recoups his fortunes finan- 
cially but impresses the admiral that his appointment 
commander confirmed and early appointment 
promised England again prepares for war with 
Napoleon. The story Hornblower falls partly 
love with Maria. 


story-teller Forester still has few peers among the 
moderns though this latest effort suffers somewhat 
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_acteristic his later adventures. 


that the story told Bush the first person instead 
Hornblower. Consequently, miss the ques- 
tioning spirit, the harsh uncompromising drive, the 
searching imagination and the self-distrust have 
come associate with Horatio. The brilliance there 
well the determination and Hornblower shows 
signs acquiring the ability handle men char- 
Mainly, however, this 
book lays the foundation the life-long attachment 
between Bush and Hornblower which great 
factor the later stories. Bush distrusts this strangely 
brilliant fellow first but won over Horatio’s 
loyalty and sincerity that learns faith- 
fully where Hornblower leads. usual the details 
naval life and Napoleonic war are faithfully done 
and the book suitable for all readers. 


* * * 


Hillman, William Mr. President 
Farrar, Straus Young. Mar. 18, 1952. 253p. $5.00. 

Harry Truman, thirty-second President the United 
States, the subject controversial book called Mr. 
President. content the author has assembled extracts 
from Mr. Truman’s diaries, private letters and personal 
interviews. The subjects range from the chief execu- 
tive’s opinion the Bible “corn barrel” statements 
somewhat reminiscent the late President Coolidge. 


The book profusely illustrated, some are color with 
President Truman depicted various poses with Gen- 
eral Omar Bradley, Matthew Connelly, Dean 
Acheson and other notables. separate count this 
book contains fifty-five pictures Harry Truman. 


The first part Mr. President analyzes the Problems 
the Presidency. Mr. Truman claims have revived 
the Cabinet system welding his men into adminis- 
trators and advisers. claims have reduced quar- 
reling and inter departmental bickering minimum. 


President Truman will undoubtedly referred 
future historians one our more prolific letter 
writers. Some his gems are already knocking the 
door for inclusion literary anthologies. says 
likes write letters because affords him oppor- 
tunity exchange views and opinions with people 
all walks life. Samples sent Judge Harold 
Medina, General McArthur, Robert Taft, Bernard Bar- 
uch, Jose Iturbi and Grandma Moses are reproduced 
the text. 


Like Theodore Roosevelt Mr. Truman has keen inter- 
est the study history. quotes the weaknesses 
Darius and Alexander while showing preference for 
Henry the the noblest French kings. 
regards Rutherford Hayes one our greatest 
presidents, restoring the Lincoln plan forgiving the 
secessionist. Washington rates accolade, since the 
opinion the 32nd President, the Virginia patrician 
was the greatest administrator them all. 


The procedure employed our chief executive 
compiling opinions visitors, and samples 
numerous Part Three. His lone- 
liness when his wife the capital 
apparent July 19, 1948. 


“Bess and Margaret went 7:30 EDT, 
6:30 God’s time. hated them go. Came 


ee . . 

. 
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back and read the papers, some history and then wrote 
this. hot and humid and lonely 


President Truman was born Lamar, Missouri. His 
ancestors were English, Irish and German stock. 
When the family moved Independence, attended 
Sunday School the Presbyterian Truman 
says was smitten six little girl with golden 
curls. She was his only Bess 
cause bad eyesight Annapolis never had midship- 
man named Harry Truman but World War ac- 
cepted First Lieutenant Harry Truman and his ex- 
periences France help enrich rather dull biographi- 
cal chapter. 


After World War Harry Truman and Eddie Jacobson 
opened furnishing goods store. failed and politics 
came next. County Judge, United States Senator, Vice 
President and President—the story need not repeated 
here. 

The Truman record one great personal honesty. 
The President may times indulge self-praise 
extreme but makes delightful reading. 


There are notable omissions the work, General 
Vaughan hardly exists. Maurice Milligan receives 
mention. The Pendergasts are whitewashed noble 
loyal party wheel horses. The book entirely Tru- 
man’s, his family, his likes and his dislikes. The press 
receives occasional lecture accurate reporting, but 
nowhere there any indication what Mr. Truman 
has mind for written, with numerous 
interesting photographs the book can read with 
interest and hero worship some, but others may 
resort tongue cheek. 

Frank Brown, 

History Department, 

University Scranton 


Robinson, Kenneth Willkie Collins: Biography 
Macmillan. Mar. 18, 1952. 348p. $4.50. 


brief Foreword, Mr. Robinson explains that 
reading The Woman White, while was hos- 
pitalized Bombay towards the end the War, (he 
served the Royal Navy, 1941-1946, and emerged 
Lieutenant Commander), awakened interest Will- 
kie Collins. “read more Collins and began 
wonder what kind man had been”. Unable 
find satisfactory biography and able uncover only 
scant mention him the biographies Victorian 
contemporaries, Mr. Robinson set himself search out 
the facts about the author who recognized “the 
father the modern detective novel” and one who has, 
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the opinion Dorothy Sayers for one, never been 
surpassed that genre novel. 

The resulting book does what good literary aphy 
should do: gives picture the significant events 
the life the subject, sketches his background 
adequately enough make him more than mere lay- 
figure for academic illustration; and stimulates inter- 
est his work, appraising objectively and citing 
contemporary and later opinion. 


Mr. Robinson presents with affectionate but im- 
partial account the life and works Willkie Collins, 
and makes the account eminently readable. Admitted- 
ly, Collins not one the “great” writers English 
literature. would not deserve equal rank with his 
close and congenial friend Dickens; with Thackeray, 
Scott, Hardy, Trollope, even Jane Austen. good 
deal the literary production Collins during the last 
two decades his life only second-rate—competent 
hack-work, one might say; the uninspired product 
skilled craftsman. the other hand, least two 
his novels are unsurpassed their kind, The Woman 
White and The Moonstone, both which have 
thrilled and delighted succeeding generations readers 
with their intricately woven plots and suspenseful artis- 
try. And several his many short stories are first class. 


How explain the phenomenon writer who 
reaches his peak the middle his years and then 
declines has been one the enigmas latter Victorian 
literary history. least some possible explanations 
are, indirectly, offered this recounting his life. 


boy raised atmosphere at. once artistic and 
religious—by father who was not only skilful and 
well-to-do painter esteemed his time and member 
the Royal Academy, but also man Christian prin- 
ciple and practice; and indulgent mother— 
Willkie Collins was perhaps more than little “spoil- 
ed”. liked pose emancipated young man 
with expensive tastes food and wines, and ration- 
alized good deal his impatience with Victorian 
conventions this ground. oddly refused, for 
example, marry, although supported different 
times, two “morganatic families”. Afflicted with rheu- 
matism and gout from early his career, Collins took 
the use laudanum relief from pain, con- 
tinuing its use gradually increasing doses for over 


Kimbrough Bolles 


thirty years until could toss off wineglassful 
gulp and not seriously affected. 

was, the testimony his various publishers, 
shrewd businessman; the testimony his many 
devoted friends, generous, even lavish host, witty 
and humorous conversationalist, loyal and sympathetic. 
And, the testimony less modern critics than 
Eliot, Walter Mare, Dorothy Sayers, and 
Mr. Robinson, Willkie Collins deserves held 
greater esteem than had been since his death 


September, 1889. 


Bibliographies Collins’ published works and the 
more important sources information concerning him, 
together with thorough index, make this excellent 
biography and, until better comes along, the definitive 
work date Willkie Collins. 


Grady, S.J., Ph.D., 
Head English Department, 


University Scranton 


Kimbrough, Emily Through Charley’s Door 
Harper. Feb. 13, 1952. 273p. $3.00. 


Through Charley’s Door aims being good entertain- 
ment and squarely hits the mark. combines Emily 
Kimbrough’s hilarity and glimpse the scenes behind 
the scenes great department store. 

The Charley the title was the carriage trade doorman 
Marshall Field Co. for fifty years. One morning 
1923, Emily, attired “Paris creation” (in this case 
meaning something she’d constructed the floor 
her pension room) and carrying her dog (because his 
color matched her costume) sailed through this Wash- 
ington Street entrance route interview about 
job the Advertising Department. 

the point the third chapter where Emily gets the 
job, the reader chuckling her account her gauche 
appearance, cocky inexperience and high expectations. 
From there the reader Emily’s palm, amused 
listener her early interviews with buyers, and witness 
her impressions the fabulous American institu- 
tion’s personalities and rules. Chicagoans, anyone 
for that matter who has strolled through Field’s, will 
love Emily’s “little walks notice little things” the 
store’s merchandising area more than acres. Miss 
Kimbrough becomes completely absorbed this busi- 
ness world, rising quickly editorship Field’s fashion 
magazine. 

Later she becomes the fashion editor The Ladies’ 
Home Journal. Recently she returned the scenes 
her early career days and prepared this rollicking, 
highly readable account her four years there, inter- 
spersing with reminiscences from many the store’s 
older workers. Drawings Alice Harvey enhance the 
humor. This book good fun reading and wil] make 


good gift. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


* * 
Bolles, Blair How Get Rich Washington 
Norton. Mar. 1952. 309p. $3.75. 


What sad commentary upon our national mor- 
ality that book with this title could written 


Wagner 


well informed and responsible journalist. not one 
the “confidential” books; book that cites names 
and amounts money involved; errs understate- 
ment rather than exaggeration. Mr. Bolles not 
interested harming the Democratic party and help- 
ing the Republicans. convinced that the stagger- 
ing theft and waste taxpayers’ money would perhaps 
the Democrats the seats the mighty. further 
believes that the deplorable situation the result 
political corruption rather than moral corruption, that 
is, believes that the great economic power wielded 
third rate people Washington responsible for 
the chaos. does not believe that the officials there 
are necessarily evil men the strict sense the term. 
the opinion that many officials are given such 
great opportunities for being careless and dishonest that 
need not surprised many them become 
careless and dishonest. times this dishonesty be- 
comes almost indecent. This was certainly true 1946 
when Brigadier General Bernard Johnson made 
possible for the rich and influential Powell 
Khoong buy ridiculous price large amount 
blood plasma collected the American Red Cross 
from American donors for the use the armed forces 
World War II. This plasma was bought the 
enterprising Chinaman for fourteen cents per unit and 
was then sold $35.00 per unit new “male re- 
conduct was later zealously 
championed his superior, Thomas McCabe, For- 
eign Liquidation Commissioner, and McCabe turn 
was stoutly defended Robert Patterson, Secretary 
War the time. 


The wastefulness the War Department was made 
evident the case contractor who agreed fur- 
nish seventeen ordnance trucks for $665,000. The first 
two trucks were rejected unacceptable; the contract 
was suspended. Later, the contractor was given $938,- 
760.38, $273,760.38 more than would have re- 
ceived had actually furnished the seventeen 
trucks. This was typical post-war settlement, not 
exception. similar burst generosity, contractor 
was paid $77,022.81 for traveling expenses during the 
period 1941-1945. 1944 was paid $16,355.47 for 
travel expenses even though admitted that during 
this period was ill with heart trouble and had 
connections with his business office. The indifference 
the Department Justice fraud shown the 
fact that even though the General Accounting Office 
referred cases involving fraud the extent 
$20,000,000, the Justice Department, six years, re- 
captured only $200,000 for the government. 


Case after case objectively submitted evidence 
almost unbelievable corruption every level Wash- 
ington. Despite this recital, the author not discour- 
aged the possibility improvement. Mr. Bolles 
observes that have brought this danger disintegra- 
tion government upon ourselves. correct 
observing, “In democratic society, the people are 
blame for the sins their government. When voters 
take casual and defeatist view dishonesty and dis- 
honor office, the government will remain under con- 
trol corruptionists who put their appetites before 
their Mr. Bolles urges all act 
overseers the government; tells that must 


Best SELLERS 


intelligently aware how government functions; 
urges participate actively politics every 
level, especially that party organization. Even 
though admits that evil rotting the principles 
live by, believes that not too late for 
crush the evil and save our country. One hopes that 


right. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Wagner, Geoffrey Venables 
Simon Schuster. Mar 21, 1952. 274p. $3.50. 


The novel suspense concocted one part Machi- 
avellian intrigue, one part diabolical cruelty, one part 
injured naivete, and one part—the most important in- 
gredient—old fashioned poker playing. Geoffrey Wag- 
ner, young British author, has written such novel, 
his first, Venables. But Mr. Wagner has not yet 
learned the gentle art gamesmanship; you can see 
the cards holding soon drops his ante 
the table. 


Venables the study the growth boy into man- 
hood, under paranoic nymphomaniacal mother with 
mild overtones incest, the atmosphere brood- 
ing house called Venables. That these sins the 
mother turn out her lesser ones some indication 
the diabolical nature the novel; and the Machi- 
avellian element supplied the same busy lady. 
The naivete added David, the central figure 
the novel, and Stephanie, the bruised 
heroine. 

But the missing element, the failure Mr. Wagner 
play his cards close the vest, kills whatever chance 
the novelist ever had pulling off the game. 


The book is, the words the publishers, the 
tradition the Gothic Novels and Rebecca. That such 
combination possible, and desirable achieved, 
not But doubt strongly that Mr. Wagner 
has done it. Venables certainly akin Manderley, 
and Catherine Bellingham obviously intended 
first cousin Rebecca. But the magic, elusive, haunt- 
ing beauty Maurier missing; and the shattering 
impact the denouement Rebecca has become 
gentle ineffectual slap. There missing, too, the char- 
acterization Miss Maurier. the possible 
exception David’s eccentric uncle, the characters 
Venables are clearly caricatures. 


Perhaps the most notable failure the novel its lack 
create monstrosity woman and make plain that 
she disliked nearly everyone. But picture the 
results each twisted horror the minds close 
hand another problem. suppose there proper 
place novel for young man walk into his 
mother’s room and find her naked the arms her 
latest lover. But there is, think rates more than 
apology the maid who touches his arm and re- 
marks that wasn’t expected just then. David just 
doesn’t have that much sense humor. And Mr. 
doesn’t seem have equitable sense 
values. 


first novel generally suffers from writer’s growing 
pains. Mr. Wagner may produce 
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stories the future. But Venables suffers badly 
from ill-digested plots written his betters. Even 
comparison with the novels old Monk Lewis, Ven- 
ables bit too arch good Gothic. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
English Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Catton, Bruce 
Glory Road: The Bloody Route from 
Fredericksburg Gettysburg 
Doubleday. Mar. 31, 1952. $4.50. 


“The reality the Civil War was different for different 
people. The war meant boom times for civilians 
high danger for sacred ideals General Hooker 
meant infinite alluring possibilities with personal ad- 
vancement coming surely and there was always 
the view the common soldier 

This point view “the great anonymous private 
soldier” dominates Catton’s book. not Kenneth 
Williams comparing generals and generalship, nor 
Fletcher Pratt painting whole war bold strokes. 
Glory Road, continuing the work Mr. Lincoln’s 
Army, follows the Army the Potomac through the 
campaigns Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Get- 
tysburg. Its purpose show what the day day 
life that army was like. 


Catton shows what was like charge Marye’s 
Heights the blundering Burnside’s battle Frede- 
ricksburg. sets down amid the fog war 
Chancellorsville and with the Union Army, sweat 
out the awful hours Hooker’s indecision. plunges 
into the headlong Gettysburg campaign and with 
the Iron Brigade, stumble into blind battle the 
Lutheran Seminary. 

More than any other single book, Glory Road limns 
nearly all the aspects army life the War Between 
the States. Drawing chiefly personal and regimental 
histories, Bruce Catton has given enormously de- 
tailed picture. learn the boats used smuggle 
deserters across the Potomac and the rafts built 
ferry newspapers, tobacco, coffee and information across 
the Rappahannock. macabre nightmare, slog 
through the “mud march”, later visit one the 
abattoirs that passed for field hospital. attend 
General Meagher’s party the ruins Fredericksburg 
and learn something the drinking habits the army. 
Most aspects military life are explored: the fighting, 
marching, drilling, camp life, desertions, recruiting, 
drafting, eating, drinking and grousing. But regrettably, 
there mention whatever the great part religion 
played the lives the troops. 

The book frequently enlightening, clearing some 
long-unsolved problems. There painstaking ex- 
planation all the delaying factors which postponed 
the assembling Burnside’s pontoon bridges Frede- 
There analysis the unpreparedness 
Hooker’s right flank Chancellorsville. Even 
Sickles’ disposition troops the Peach Orchard 
made understandable. 


Some Catton’s views are quite stimulating. 
larly are these remarks the national draft law: 


Catton Landon 


the month March, accordingly, the country 
went over this new system recruitment, which 
embodied, all all, one the most revolutionary 
changes ever made the American form govern- 
ment, since permanently reduced the role the 
states the American political picture. State sov- 
ereignty, South, had fired cannon Fort Sumter, 
leading great deal this and that along the 
border. Now was state sovereignty, North, that 
was coming under the guns. 


Catton’s decision tell the history the Army the 
Potomac from the private’s viewpoint happy one. 
For, reminds us, “the important thing about this 
army was never the rivalry its generals, nor, for that 
matter, the generals themselves. For this was army 
that had operate strictly its own. From begin- 
ning end, one level another, its command was 
either erratic beset with slackness and incompetence 
What the army finally was do, indeed was 
anything, would last depend almost entirely 
the man the Leadership which came even 
close being good enough for them, these men never 
got. 


Gettysburg for the first time, the army was not 
ruined mistakes Glory Road closes 
learn “the army was military instrument last, 
could used the last full measure its own in- 
expressable devotion”. Thus ends this fine book about 
one the greatest armies history. 


Scranton Preparatory School, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Landon, Joseph Angle Attack 
Doubleday. Mar. 1952. 254p. $2.75. 

Fact fancy (and have heard the story retold several 
times previously), the following incident supposed 
have taken place during World War II. While 
mission deep into Rumanian territory during July, 1944, 
American bomber, crippled and with part its 
crew killed and wounded, lowered its landing gear 
signal surrender. the three 
fighters were escorting their quarry toward landing, 
the crew the B-24 turned the German planes, 
shot them out the sky, and returned safely its 
home base. Thereafter the Luftwaffe swore revenze, 
threatening wipe out every last that crew’s 


Bomb Group. 


Aagle Attack, first novel, the story the eight 
men who comprised that crew, specifically emphasizing 
the fate the navigator, Lt. Win Helman, who was 
very instrumental the betrayal. Unfortunately, the 
author has very little except his imagination. 
result his novel bogs down into steady recitation 
bombing missions which himself actually par- 
ticipated. And the legendary crew grows more and 
more nebulous with the possible exception the navi- 
gator who assumes the martyr’s role the tortured 
soul. more than the rest made suffer the 
ostracism the group, particularly when reflection 
cast upon his racial background. the morals the 
unit more and more shattered its constant losses, 
Helman tries rally his own crewmen into strong 


Slaughter Mauriac 


fighting unit. But the odds completing his required 
fifty missions are against him and due time must 
pay the price blood. 


Weak its basic content, Angle Attack does offer 
some moments suspense and drama especially when 
the writer tries probe into the minds these airmen 
they flew their bomb-laden planes into ever immi- 
nent disaster. Only one who has experienced could 
well portray the true emotion and thoughts these 
fliers. But striving attain this realism, the author 
has marred his narrative with constant repetition 
profanity and vulgarity. This drawback, coupled with 
must limit its reading adult audience. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


* > * 


Slaughter, Frank East Side General 
Doubleday. Mar. 27, 1952. $3.50. 


Doctor Slaughter, who abandoned surgery for fiction- 
writing, tells story Hospital located the lower 
East Side New York, leaving you doubt that 
means identify East Side General with the actual 
Bellevue Hospital. The events the tale take place 
within thirty-six hours, from the time Dr. Anton Korff, 
interning surgery, brings badly burned body into 
the Emergency Operating Room—and has his suspicions 
confirmed that the burns are caused intense heat 
some radioactive agent—until the radioactive material 
itself found and explodes into conflagration that 
threatens burn down the Hospital. East Side General 
is, however, only the setting for the meshing stories 
Dr. Andrew Gray, Dr. Martin Ash, Dr. Korff and 
nurses Julia Talbot, Vicki Ryan and Emily Sloane. 


Martin Ash, born Aschoff, had married money and be- 
came head the hospital chiefly due his wife’s, 
Caroline’s, efforts and influence. Caroline had defied 
her parents’ objections the young Jewish surgeon she 
fell love with and had devoted her efforts and wealth 
making him successful. Now she wants move the 
East Side General uptown, brand-new multi-mil- 
lion-dollar hospital she plans build for Martin. She 
fails understand why the East Side must remain 
where is; why Martin objects the new move. 


Andrew Gray could also marry the wealthy Patricia 
Reed and have similar assistance. But Julia Talbot 
knows that the brilliant surgeon will not compromise 
his freedom and betray his conscience such dis- 
astrous move, and she hopes that Andy will recognize 
her worth and her love for him. 


Vicki Ryan has thrown overboard all moral scruples 
save those connected with her work the operating 
room; she the strange combination superior nurse 
and woman easy virtue. She has been having 
affair with Tony Korff; but not really interested 
him, knowing that wants money and position and 
waiting for chance marry it. 


accident brings Tony and Bert Rilling, the wealthy 
brewer, together and they recognize each other 
former comrades Germany, from which both had 
fled when the Nazi regime showed signs collapse. 


Best SELLERS 


That is, both are supposed have seen the shape 
things come shortly after the Brown Shirts won 
power politically and absconded then the United 
States, where they have concealed their former affilia- 
tions. 


The tale melodramatic, including the detailed de- 
scriptions several difficult operations successfully 
performed surgeon Gray. But, for all that, makes 
interesting reading and holds attention well throughout. 
has the further recommendation seeming 
favor right things, although the wheel-chair figure 
Father O’Leary, chaplain the East Side General, 
too sentimental credible. 


This is, reckon, Dr. Slaughter’s thirteenth published 
novel and gives evidence competent craftsmanship. 


Grady, S.J., Ph.D., 
Head English Department, 


University Scranton 


Mauriac, Francois The Weakling and the Enemy 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Mar. 21, 1952. 219p. $3.00. 

“It mark our slavery and our wretchedness,” 
writes Francois Mauriac the end The Enemy, “that 
can, without lying, paint faithful portrait only 
the passions.” The observation has confessional ring, 
since Mauriac has been consistent delineating the 
passions, and great extent the darker passions, 
through most his writings. The two short novels 
which comprise the present volume are the author’s 
usual vein, with the familiar economy plot and 
abundance clinical searching the souls the 
characters. 

The Weakling, Paula, wife the half-witted Baron 
Cernés, and mother the physically and mentally 
retarded Guillaume, reaps the reward her foolish 
ambition marry title, and poisons with hatred the 
atmosphere the run-down castle which she finds 
herself practically immured result her sour suc- 
cess. Her hostility her mother-in-law, her contempt 
for her husband, and her violent outbursts against her 
child, not only drive all sweetness and light from her 
own life, but effectively darken the lives the rest 
the household. The efforts kind-hearted Austrian 
servant comfort the child are vain, and when 
strange Communist couple, Robert and Léone Bordas, 
fleetingly assist Guillaume and then withdraw, the boy’s 
misery complete. Hand hand with his father, 
walks into pool where both drown, and Paula, dying 
cancer hospital, between spasms pain, fancies 
herself the arms Robert Bordas. 

The sordid love-affair Fabien Dézaymeries and Fanny 
Barrett fills the pages The Enemy. Fanny the 
“enemy”, undoing all that pious Madame Dézaymeries 
has worked achieve her son. Fabien has been 
unconsciously fascinated the worldly sheen Fanny, 
who made annual visits the Dézaymeries’ home until 
she announces that she has been divorced and re-mar- 
ried. When Fabien unexpectedly meets her Venice, 
the liaison begins, and with the transfer the two 
Paris, continues there. breaks the rock jealousy. 
Colombe, innocent young girl, has been introduced 
into the Bohemian circle which Fabien and Fanny 
are part, and the attempt Fabien rid himself 
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his mistress and marry Colombe results his loss 
both. Brought home gravely ill with tubercular in- 
fection, Fabien slowly regains his health, physical, 
mental, and spiritual, and there the story ends, where 
writes Mauriac, “the real story Fabien Dézaymeries 
should 


Perhaps something the brilliance the author 
lost translation, but neither expedition into the drab 
and seamy side life appears likely charm readers 
this work. The skillful and piece-by-piece analysis 
the unhappy lives these characters serves only 
convince the world what already knew: that 
human nature, degradation, can shockingly un- 
pleasant. What gained from reiteration 
that knowledge, difficult see. Moreover, few 
readers will relish the ugly picture Guillaume “with 
tears and dribble and snot all over his face” (p. 46), 
that his mother, closing with death, while “she 
dreamed men’s hairy pelts, and their smell” (p. 
76). Perhaps the author’s statement that only the pas- 
sions can portrayed faithfully apology for the 
meanness the subject which deals. But love 
and joy are also passions, and they not appear, 
prominent place, either tale. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


* * 


What Eisenhower Thinks 

Edited and Allan Taylor. Crowell. Feb. 
25, 1952. 186p. $2.75. 

Mr. Allan Taylor, member the editorial staff 
the New York Times, has written brief biography 
General Eisenhower, selected excerpts 
speeches, and prepared commentary “interpreta- 
tion” provide them with continuity and coherence. 


Unfortunately, Mr. Taylor’s book will have little value 
most readers. anyone who has done minimum 
amount newspaper and magazine-reading the 
past four years, the selections presented here will have 
strongly familiar ring. read once more that 
Eisenhower has doubts about the paternalistic trends 
American government recent years and that 
disturbed the growth bureaucracy and the per- 
sistence high taxes. are confronted once again 
the General’s oft-repeated views European policy. 
page after page reveals truly marvelous talent 
for the paragraph, the meaningless phrase 
and the incredible platitude. degree one expects 
the hollow, the equivocal and the obscure from the 
politician. President Truman, Senator Taft, Mr. Stas- 
sen—all are guilty this respect from time time. 
Yet Truman, Taft and Stassen have outlined their posi- 
tions with clarity, precision and completeness when 


comparison made with General Eisenhower’s state- 


ments. The General might very well make excel- 
lent President. One cannot know the basis his 
published utterances. 


Mr. Taylor’s “interpretive” work, clearly 
the tradition Presidential campaign tracts. Sample: 
“ . . . . 

One his soldiers said have remarked that 
Eisenhower American pumpkin pie. grass- 


What Eisenhower Thinks Horgan Ward 


roots American. Like Lincoln completely self-made 
man. knows the value money because has 
earned everything has. deeply shares the 
qualities and characteristics that make Americans dis- 
tinctive from other peoples. knows intuitively the 
problems and hopes and possibilities America. More- 
over, understands great deal about the rest the 
world through his tours duty abroad.” 


Undoubtedly there case for Eisenhower’s candidacy. 
Neither nor Mr. Taylor has made it, however. 


Richard Griggs, Ph.D., 
King’s College, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Horgan, Paul The Devil the Desert 
Longmans. Feb. 27, 1952. 63p. $1.50. 


The publisher has chosen sub-title this little volume 
Legend Life and Death the Rio Grande”. 
better sub-title might have been, “The Defeat Evil 
Good”. Superficially this the story Priest, 
Father Louis Bellefontaine, description his desire 
work until his death for Christ, and simple straight- 
forward account the motivations that rise the 
heart another Christ. Beneath the ostensible con- 
struction powerful lesson the ability the Devil 
wound men and yet not overcome them. 


With appreciation the work saving souls that 
reminds one Will Cather’s Death Comes for the 
Archbishop, Mr. Horgan gives picture Father Belle- 
fontaine’s werk among the peasants along the Rio 
Grande. While moving through the desert, Father 
Louis bitten again and again poisonous serpent 
that turns out the Devil himself. The dialogue 
that follows upon this one the best descriptions 
possible debate between Goodness and Evil that could 
written. its close, abundantly clear that Evil 
will always attack, that Evil will always injure, but that 
Evil will always frustrated. unfortunate that 
the book short and yet, perhaps, its shortness lies 
its perfection. 

William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New 


* * * 


Ward, Leo R., C.S.C. (editor) 
The American Apostolate: American Catholics 
the Twentieth Century 

Newman. Feb. 20, 1952. 298p. $4.25. 


Father Ward has rendered real service compiling 
seventeen different essays the broad apostolate the 
Church America. Each chapter written per- 
son who has had direct, personal familiarity with his 
subject. Some chapters are historical approach, but 
the greater emphasis upon problems and techniques 
the present time. few the authors take im- 
personal and objective view their subjects. Most 
them, however, try convey the fire and enthusiasm 
which sparks their particular phase the apostolate. 


spite the title, apostolic works the narrow but 
commonly used sense receive relatively little mention 
this book. There are chapters the missions 
convert-making. Rather the stress upon the apos- 


Chudoba Masefield 


tolate action, the effort apply the teachings the 
Church the complex problems the modern world. 


The strong single emphasis upon social and economic 
problems. There are chapters upon the history 
social action, labor-management relations, the Catholic 
Worker movement, Friendship House and interracial 
work, the Back the Yards movement, the Catholic 
rural movement and family life, well social em- 
phasis other chapters. the more narrowly reli- 
gious fields, the liturgy, the Confraternity Christian 
Doctrine, the Study Scriptures, and Catholic trends 
art and architecture are treated. 


Some the more dynamic movements among Ameri- 
can Catholics are also given recognition. These would 
include specialized Catholic Action, the Catholic Com- 
mittee the South, and the Catholic Youth Organiza- 
tion. There are chapters our schools, our press, 


and the N.C.W.C. 


Much useful information and inspiration are compressed 
within these pages. most symposia, the work 
uneven. But general, there commendable ab- 
sence chauvinism. Here are examples zeal 
action, the efforts men and women faith 
enrich the world around them. this book widely 
read, perhaps these pioneers will find others carry 
and intensify their apostolate. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Chudoba, Bohdan The Meaning Civilization 
Kenedy. 1951. 314p. $4.00. 


This very personal work written scholar-jour- 
nalist whose reflections the meaning history were 
sharpened and deepened the impact the Nazi and 
Communist domination his native Czechoslovakia; 
was personal participant these events until 
forced flee from his country 1946. 


Part deals with the historical process whole and 
especially with the Christian concept progress. 
Part attempts analyze some the characteristic 
features ancient civilizations and the values which 
our civilization has derived from them. Part III, “As- 
pects Christian Culture”, which the author regards 
the most important part his book, subdivided 
follows: The New Testament and the Church; The 
Cathedral and the Theatre; The Idea the Univer- 
sity; The Mastery Matter; The Law and the Nations; 
Hope and Despair Modern Society. The book has 
writers and works are mentioned the narrative 
but without any bibliographical data being furnished. 


The Meaning Civilization dominated in- 
tense Catholic faith and rich ideas, most which 
are not new themselves but are presented per- 
sonal way. Furthermore, reference the views and 
works certain Slavic thinkers and writers welcome. 
are too prone neglect the important works pro- 
duced the Slavic tongues. Yet, curiously enough, 
the name Sorokin does not occur the book. 

The Meaning Civilization, spite the obvious 
sincerity its author and the glow praises the 
jacket, book which must read with eye. 


Best SELLERS 


There are many grave omissions facts that are perti- 
nent the narrative and there are numerous erroneous 
statements fact and false generalizations resulting 
from inadequate knowledge carelessness. Such faults 
are especially conspicuous Part and the first 
sections Part III, but not confined these portions 
only. absurd, therefore, compare favorably the 
factual accuracy this work with that Toynbee, 
and especially with that such scrupulously careful 
writer Christopher Dawson. Let one simple example 
suffice illustrate what being criticized. page 
205, the author speaks the “hymns Pange lingua 
Vexilla regis prodeunt composed probably Venantius 
Fortunatus the eighth century”. Actually, there 
doubt regards authorship and Venantius Fortu- 
natus lived the sixth century (540-600 D.). Here 
and elsewhere easily available reference books could 
have saved the author from such factual 
general, Dr. Chudoba his best dealing with the 
contemporary world crisis and expressing his personal 
reactions it. does not necessarily follow, course, 
that everyone will subscribe fully the analysis pre- 
sented the present crisis, especially its economic 


aspects. 
Martin McGuire, 
Catholic University 
Washington 17, 
Masefield, John Long Learn 
Macmillan. Mar. 11, 1952. $3.00. 


Although not likely become one the nation’s 
ten best sellers, Mr. Masefield’s new book remi- 
niscences deserves place most library shelves, and 
certainly the shelves college libraries, the hands 
college students. Because the poet-laureate 
England, now approaching even bit beyond the 
three-score-and-ten years likely life, has many savory 
and salutary things say about the craft writing, 
the appreciation art, the speaking poetry, the 
salvation the theatre, well 
more universal appeal and 
tion man intelligence and literacy. 


Poet and playwright and novelist and historian and 
essayist, with twenty volumes poetry, ten plays (and 
two translation-adaptations from the French), fourteen 
nevels and seventeen other assorted books his credit, 
Mr. Masefield comes close laying down lesson for 
learners this latest book. And the lesson cap- 
able capsulation into one command, would be: 
Read! Read widely, read, read, and again read! But 
read with attention when the ability read has been 
acquired; and learn, with your reading, appreciate 
the varieties human experience and expression. See 
what makes one story-teller more effective 
other, imitate one style and then another and another, 
until you have learned how best express your own 
experiences. 

Mr. Masefield says that made one the old Welsh 
Triads touchstone and guide: “The three founda- 
tions judgment: Bold Design, Constant Practice, and 
Frequent Mistakes”. were achieve his ambi- 
tion story-teller above all else, felt that 
had learn how put those three commands work 
for himself. The bold design, perhaps, was his very 
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ambition; the means reach it: constant practice, 
which could not stinted; and the knowledge that 
mistakes would made, frequently, must not allow- 
discourage distract. His published work will 
prove whether not succeeded his ambition. 


The reader should not let the rambling and somewhat 
rueful recollections distant childhood which occupy 
the first several pages this book put him off from 
going the richer fare beyond. There much 
the sage and savant the after pages that will bear 
reading and re-reading; and each reader may allowed 
discover for himself that the paragraphs are studded 
with epigrams and aphorisms that seem come with 
admirable inevitability sum observation and com- 
ment. Likely enough, too, reading this rather 
slim book will send young and old search for 
books mentioned here and there and everywhere 
throughout the text; for there are great many men- 
tioned with affection and contagious enthusiasm that 
quickens the appetite. 

Only thus, agree with the author, shall hope 
find story-tellers who may equal and surpass the power 
and the splendor our great ones. “Inspiration waits 
for the millions come. Man has only strive for 


Head English Department, 
University Scranton 


Brown, Douglas and Tullet, 
The Scalpel Scotland Yard 
Dutton. Jan. 25, 1952. 503p. $5.00. 


During the first decade the 20th Century quiet 
young Oxonian M.B. was appointed assistant resident 
pathology St. Mary Hospital London. those 
days that “beastly pathology was then 
called, which had its roots the autopsy room and 
whose fruits were reaped the laboratory under the 
microscope, had attracted few devotees. But quiet 
young Bernard Spilsbury, under the influence such 
men Wright, Pepper, Wilcox and Luff, had begun 
see the final court appeal medical diagnosis. 
And so, armed with degree, scalpel, miscroscope, 
residency and motivation plunged methodically 
into field whose fascinating pathways followed for 
almost forty years through autopsy rooms 
tories, through hospitals and classrooms, through coro- 
nor’s courts and murder trials, through some 25,000 
post mortem case histories for the book never could 
find time write early and continued success 
Home Office Pathologist and the “incomparable wit- 
ness” multitude cases where forensic medicine 
could offer evidence. 

The present book story Spilsbury’s (later Sir 
Bernard) career the sense that narrates sketchily 
the principal events his life and concentrates mainly 
upon various types cases which Spilsbury ap- 
peared, mainly witness for the prosecution, rarely 
for the defense. Cases murder poisoning, 
knife, gun, cases criminal malpractice, cases 
violent crime all types came under his purview both 
the scientist examining the body for cause death 
and the expert witness detailing his evidence from 
the box. best summed the words the 


Brown Homan 


authors memories”, (of those who knew him) 
“and legendary name are his monument; left 
other, only example. list his appoint- 
ments and the various bodies and committees 
which was invited sit, would merely indicate that 
was, the words the British Medical Journal, 
‘one the most distinguished figures forensic medi- 
cine’. Such list—gives hint his lasting influence 
the science pathology and medical jurispru- 
dence. found the former still empirical science, 
and left precise one, and forensically, has been 
said, raised the giving professional medicine evi- 
dence from suspect and controversial status 
honorable and exact plane”. man strong char- 
acter cared most about truth and then about helping 
others being kind. Under the influence personal 
adversity Spilsbury ended his career suicide. 


The main body the book seems taken mostly 
from Spilsbury’s own records, supplemented other 
sources. general, his work considered touched 
upon individual cases and many occasions complete 
case histories single crime are given. These com- 
plete cases mark the best portion the book; others 
the evidence given too scanty interest the patholo- 
gist criminologist, too sketchy hold the layman’s 
attention. general, the book suitable for all classes 
readers save those who might too susceptible 
the accounts violent crime. 


Homan, Helen Walker Post the Apostles 
McKay. Feb. 29, 1952. 260p. $3.00. 


This reissue book, originally published 1931, 
Mrs. Homan, author the recent Letters the 
Martyrs. Readers skimming their way over the easy 
and graceful pages might not, perhaps, aware the 
considerable amount research that has gone the 
making this book. Few ideas could have been better. 
The author has taken the eleven apostles, St. Mark, St. 
Luke and St. Paul; she has brought together every 
Scriptural reference each one and made legitimate 
deductions therefrom concerning their personalities; and 
finally she has gathered innumerable legends about 
them, and apocryphal writing concerning them. The 
result not only give vivid picture each apostle 
and evangelist during the Public Life Our Lord and 
the early years the Church, but also show the 
tremendous amount mediaeval lore concerning them, 
some frankly legendary and apocryphal, some reliably 
documented. Today, devotion the apostles not 
intense might be. Outside St. Peter, St. Paul 
and St. John, mostly confined describing some- 
one “doubting Thomas”, frantically appealing 
recognize that they were all living figures our an- 
cestors, and that the probing, inquisitive minds 
mediaevalists wondered and speculated about them— 
and invented, times! But true no, how charming 
the legend that Our Lord once journeyed India 
visit the Wise Men who had come His cradle and 
that promised send them teacher—St. Thomas; 
and how moving the apocryphal prayer Our Lady 
her Divine Son, begging Him send her all the 
apostles, living and for last look and farewell 
before her “falling asleep”. 


Binstock Rilke 


Mrs. Homan has inherited the mediaeval inquisitive- 
ness; fact she often uses that word about herself. But 
her book not profound. Perhaps not meant 
be. calls attention many things that might not 
noticed the unobservant reader, and presents 
much interesting material, but that far goes. 
Speaking personally, cannot endure the literary form 
she has used. What the point writing letters 
the apostles, and informing each one what knows 
perfectly well already? unreal, and frequently 
leads her into coyness and facetiousness; 
seems reason why the simple essay form could 
not have been used. That, think, valid criti- 
cism. But for those who would not put off this, 
the book should widely recommended, for should 
stimulate loving interest the apostles; might direct 
attention the inexhaustible field mediaeval litera- 
ture and legend; and, most all, let hope will 
send its readers the Bible itself. 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattan College the 
Sacred Heart, 

New York 27, New York 


Binstock, Louis The Power Faith 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 25, 1952. 240p. $3.95. 


Dr. Louis Binstock, the author the present work, 
rabbi Temple Sholom Chicago, which said 
the largest Jewish congregation the United States. 
well-known lecturer and has contributed 
many magazines, but the Power Faith his first 


book. 


His purpose show how faith alone can point the 
way true happiness. begins telling that 
faith “Our and has been given 
our Creator with the gift life itself. de- 
velops this “definition” pointing out the 
faith, and also what calls the “Ten Command- 
ments” faith. then applies his principles 
faith our private lives, that is, towards our body, 
mind, spirit, and ideals. Next considers the attitude 
that faith should adopt toward those with whom 
come daily contact our home, our place work, 
and our community. Now come discussions faith 
and religion, faith and this world well the “other 
world” and finally the relationship faith our coun- 
try and its future. 


Dr. Binstock makes pretence treating this subject 
philosophical theological manner. The nearest 
approach scholarly form argumentation his 
five reasons for the existence God. prefers 
popular presentation, and explains the meaning faith 
and its various applications incidents the Bible 
and the lives great men, his own personal ex- 
periences, and last but not least anecdotes from the 
world fable and mythology. 


His book, therefore, makes very pleasant and easy read- 
ing. has fund interesting and humorous stories, 
and not difficult understand why de- 
mand speaker civic affairs. From the style 
suspect that this book adaptation lectures which 
has already delivered. The author everywhere re- 
veals genuine love for democracy, and opposes any 


Best 


discrimination towards person because his race, 
religion, color. points out how people can easily 
find genuine happiness their family, their work, and 
their community. His advice for success marriage 
offers fruitful suggestions for those already married, 
married, and for those who must preach 
subject. 

But attention should drawn the following points. 
Dr. Binstock does not accept the true divinity Christ, 
and explicity denies that any religion possesses the full- 
ness divine truth. The essential thing his opinion 
not whether you synagogue church, but 
whether you have faith. fails recognize the essen- 
tial distinction between nature and grace, between faith 
the natural and supernatural order. vague, 
perhaps purposely so, about future life “eternal” 
happiness suffering. When declares that people 
should rejoice the “animal passions and natural urges 
the body” (p. 51), and advises that occasionally they 
break out “the cage and given their 
“animal spirits bit exercise” (p. 54) wonder 
whether realizes our inherited inclination evil, 
and whether would approve the Nazis who gave 
“their animal spirits bit exercise” their concen- 
tration camps. Certainly his words are far cry from 
those another member his race who declared, 
chastise body and bring into subjection”. spite 
its praiseworthy features, therefore, Dr. Binstock’s 
book read only discriminating adults. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, 
The Church the Immaculate 
Conception, 


New York, 


Rilke, Ranier Maria The Life the Virgin Mary 
The German text with English translation and introduc- 
tion Stephen Spender. Philosophical Library. Mar. 24, 
1952. 49p. $2.75. 

This series poems the life Our Lady begins 
with one her birth time Joachim and Anne 
and ends with one her Assumption into heaven, 
child eternity. between are celebrated various 
verse forms the events the life Mary, child 
Joachim and Anne and Mother Jesus. 

Ranier Maria Rilke, self-condemned wander much 
his life “up and down the stairs another’s house”, 
even these poems (conceived for the most part 
1900, finished 1912) his maturity wanderer 
within the walls His Father’s House, not really one 
the household. Born into Catholicism, Rilke gradu- 
ally let its place his life usurped other in- 
terests. 1900 was calling Mary’s rosary “those 
Catholic prayer-chains” (Letter Paula Becker, Nov. 
5), wonder that his writing her life 
should find ‘yes, metrical 
nuances, yes, but above all strange attitudes and 


almost entire lack warmth. doubly 


ing find such writing from man who himself bears 
the holy name—Maria. 

Considered technically poetry, some these poems 
are excellent. Surely Titan’s Presentation the Virgin 
must have inspired “such edges 
their reach”. There are touches genius his char- 
acterization Joseph “who clenched his fists into 
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ball”, and only later “shifted his thick cap slowly off 
his head. Then sang praise.” (Joseph’s Suspicion.) 


“Pieta” the most disappointing all the poems and 
the most revealing attitudes and insights the part 
the author. Absent all joy from the Mother’s 
sacrifice. Mary her suffering “hard” woman. 
She made say, stare here the stone’s existence 
can longer any more bear you.” 
Our Mother Mary longer able “bear” Christ? 
Incredible! 


Other translations Das Marien-Leben have been 
made. (Mrs. Herder Norton’s and Mac- 
Intyre’s.) this one Stephen Spender attempts over 
and above what the others have attempted “to bring 
translation close can Rilke’s form”. This, 
think, has accomplished. One would wish that 
Rilke’s form were more close his subject, and that 
his subject were more close Rilke’s heart. This book 
objectionable because not what purports be, 
The Life the Virgin Mary. 

Sister Mary William, 

Department English, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul Minnesota 


Campbell, John Jr., Editor 

The Astounding Science Fiction Anthology 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 20, 1952. 583p. $3.95. 
Educated physicist and Duke, John 
Campbell has become perhaps the single most impor- 
tant force modern science-fiction. writer his 
contributions have not been too significant but Editor 
Astounding Science Fiction, the leading pulp maga- 
zine the field, his influence has been tremendous not 
only story selection and development but fashion- 
ing success where others only failed. has un- 
covered and nursed many fledgeling writer whose 
work today has gone the slick paper pulps and even 
between hard covers. Propounding thesis that science 
fiction the early groping stage literature suitable 


our newly evolving age Technology, Mr. Campbell 


has gathered here group twenty-three personal 
favorites from among the stories published Astound- 
ing during the past dozen years. rather twenty- 
two stories and one satirical parody, “Meihem 
Klasrum”, phonetic spelling. Almost every item 
good example its kind, including such masters 
Van Vogt, Williamson, Leinster, Russell, Azimov, 
Camp and Heinlein and ranging through the usual 
gamut scientific, social, political; economic and 
sociological factors they affect individual men, groups 
men the whole human race where one factor 
the balance altered scientific technological 
means. What little philosophy there behind the 
humanistic but there seems little danger 
any class reader who accepts the stories solely 
escape reading. 


* * * 


Feldman, Joseph and Harry Dynamics the Film 
Hermitage House. Mar. 1952. 255p. $3.50. 


This excellent book for libraries add the 
section Motion Pictures. The brothers Feldman 


Campbell Feldman Colby Queen 


have done very sound job analyzing the techniques 
that make good and bad films. may bit confus- 
ing for some find that the authors use the term 
“montage” identify the process cutting and edit- 
ing, the arrangement the sequence “shots”, when 
one used having limited special “gimmick”, 
the rapid succession flashes which are intended 
describe swift and effective manner passage 
time, whirl thoughts, panorama the effects 
some catastrophe. also somewhat puzzling that 
the Feldmans should refer much Russian films, 
especially when they agree that most the Soviet film- 
masters, Eisenstein, Pudovkin, al., learned their basic 
techniques from Griffith; and when, let admit 
now that our honeymoon long over, the Russian 
with few exceptions have been highly over- 
rated. There are few slips the pen, when 
describing the Crucifixion scene “King Kings”, the 
authors wrote: “Jesus gives the Holy Ghost”. And 
there are spots where the authors sem little confused 
themselves trying make clear some their ex- 
planations. But, and large, this sound and 
sensible handbook motion picture appreciation; and 
for the average intelligent not for the 
would-be expert. 

Richard Conlin, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


* * 


Colby, Anita Anita Colby’s Beauty Book 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 1952. 258p. $4.95. 


The authoress, experienced grooming young act- 
resses for stardom Hollywood, has aimed her book 
toward girls and women the over twenty-one bracket. 
Its pages cover many phases beauty-building from 
face and figure problems charm improvement. 


The book made several sections—the first 
covers very reasonable and balanced fourteen day diet 
with exercises for reducing building the over 
underweight girl. The next complete “Four week 
Beauty and Charm day day plan given 
for posture improvement plus complexion and personal 
charm improvement. There chapter for expectant 
mothers entitled “Anticipating with followed 
chapters dealing with fashion hints for dressing cor- 
rectly, few pages enhancing living quarters whether 
they are house, apartment only room and 
finally, over-all check the “complete 
The clever illustrations are Miss Colby. Many 
women will find this volume interesting and probably 
profitable reading. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America, 

Library, 
Washington, 


Queen, Ellery Calendar Crime 
Little, Brown. Jan. 248p. $2.75. 


Calendar Crime collection short mystery 
stories, one for each the twelve months. The im- 
peccable Ellery Queen solves each contrived problem— 
and some show strains too-much contriving—with 
his usual ingenuity and insouciance. Some the 
twelve, certainly, have appeared elsewhere before; the 


Gardner Mason Street Lancaster 


others, too, may have had prior publication the 
monthly Queen magazine. Calendar Crime 
means represents the best Ellery Queen; will serve 
handy bedside book which will not keep the in- 
somniac too long wakeful. 


« 


REPRINTS 


Robinson, Henry Morton 
Pocket Books. Jan. 1952. 263p. 
relentless twenty-day snowstorm imprisons two sisters 
and their husbands whose interacting emotions forms 
sub-plot for fine tale survival against heavy odds. 
The absolute frankness and coarseness language de- 
tracts from what otherwise novel high caliber; 
must lack recommendation for its much too vivid sex 
incidents and generally unhealthy attitude toward mar- 
riage. (Originally reviewed Simon Schuster edi- 
tion, Best Sellers, no. July 1947, 70.) 


* 


The Great Snow 


You Can’t Live Forever 


Masur, Harold 


Pocket Books. (Simon Schuster, Jan. 1951.) 
$0.25. 

Scott Jordan, lawyer-adventurer-detective helps solve 
the mystery the murder Varney, (the Turk), 
Gladys Okin, and Nicholas Creel, even though the 
finger evidence points Jordan himself the killer, 
with motive and opportunity the three death. 


‘The scene New York and Long Isiand; the milieu, 


the.upper-bracket-income group, with the central figures 
having with theatrical productions. harm- 
less and entertaining, remarkably free from profanity 
and obscenity. 


Neville, Margot Muder Nymph 
Pocket Books. (Doubleday, Dec. 1949.) 210p. $0.25. 
Laid Australia, with the people being upper- 
class, artist and art-conscious set, the mystery centers 
around the death young lady named Enone whom 
many had reason hate. Inspector Grogan puts all 
the pieces evidence together finally. The plot 
nicely complicated and the writing good taste. 


Wellman, Paul Angel with Spurs 


Permabooks, 1952. (c1942) 

rough, hardy story the renegade Confederate gen- 
eral, Shelby, who led expedition into Mexico 
join Maximilian. Complete with the appropriate love 
interest, the novel seldom fails hold interest. Realis- 
tic but not sensational. (Originally reviewed Best 


Sellers, no. April 29, 1942, 28-9.) 


The Prince 


Machiavelli, Niccolo 
New American Library. 


Introduction Christian Gauss. 
Jan. 30, 1952. 144p. $0.35. 

The text that the Oxford University Press’ World’s 
Classics, translation Luigi Ricci, revised 
Vincent. This title included the Great Books 


series. For analysis, see the article John Ryan 


Harold Gardiner’s symposium: The Great Books; 
Christian Appraisal. Symposium the First 


Year’s Program the Great Books Foundation. New 
York: Devin-Adair, 1949. 


Hour Glory 


Pocket Books. (Cardinal edition.) Feb., 1952. John Day 
edition published, Oct., 1950. 368p. $0.35. 


Peter Borne, amoral and vagabond refugee from legal 


Lund, Robert 


career San Francisco fills the role Emperor Jones 


the island Guam during the McKinley adminis- 
tration. The objectionable features this demi-history 
not make the book dangerous for adult sound 
judgment but they leave slight basis for positive 
recommendation. (Condensed from Best Sellers, 10, 


159, Dec. 1950.) 


* 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Borrowed 
Pocket Books. Feb., 1952. Morrow edition published 
Nov., 1946. $0.25. 
Perry Mason finds himself what amounts in- 
triguing adaption two Conan Doyle’s famous nar- 
ratives, The Red Headed League, and the 
the Copper Beeches. Fast paced 
from Best Sellers, 157, Dec. 15, 


Mason, Van 
Pocket Books. Feb., 1952. (Cardinal edition.) 
cott edition published Nov., 1942. 542p. $0.35. 

Another Mason’s adventures thinly disguised 
historical novel. The passionate Loyalist, Minga Allen 
and the American lieutenant, Andrew Warren mix 
violently and adventurously the days the 
can revolution. The usual portion promiscuous sexu- 
ality should not harm the mature reader. (Condensed 


from Best Sellers, 232, Nov. 25, 1942.) 


Rivers Glory 


Tap Roots 


Street, James 
Pocket Books. Feb., 1952. (Cardinal edition.) Dial Press 
edition published June, 1942. 503p. $0.35. 

The story deals with the position and actions South- 
ern Abolitionists during the Civil War. Entirely 
fiction, Tap Roots based one the many isolated 
rebellions against the South. Lusty, passionate and 
little too full-blooded, the book cannot 
mended. (Condensed from Best Sellers, 87, 
July 1942.) 


Lancaster, Bruce Phantom Fortress 
Permabooks, 1952. Originally published Atlantic 
Monthly press book, 1950. 384p. $0.35. 

Retells the story the immortal Marion, the “Swamp 
Fox”, who successfully harrassed Cornwallis during the 
American Revolution. light reading. (Con- 
densed from Best Sellers, 195, Mar. 15, 1950.) 
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